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APRIL 2026
3200 W. Holly

Sidney, MT 59270
Phone: 406-488-1602

Toll Free: 844-441-5627

As CEO of Lower 
Yellowstone Rural Electric 

Cooperative (LYREC), I get to 
see what it really takes to keep 
the lights on for our members. 
Every April, we take a little 
extra time to recognize the 
lineworkers who make that 
happen day in and day out.

When a storm hits and the 
power goes out, most people 
see it as an inconvenience. 
Our lineworkers see it as “go 

time.” They have to leave whatever they are doing, 
often heading out in tough weather to get power 
restored safely and as quickly as they can. That kind 
of dedication doesn’t just happen. It comes from 
many hours of training, experience and a strong 
commitment to the people we serve.

What makes it even more meaningful is they’re not 
just restoring power to members. They’re restoring 
power to their own friends, family, neighbors and 
communities. They live here. Their kids go to school 
here. They know electricity isn’t just a convenience. 

It keeps our farms running, businesses open, schools 
operating and emergency services ready. Powering 
the places we call home is personal. 

Electric cooperatives like LYREC were built by 
neighbors helping neighbors, and our lineworkers 
live that out every day. They’re often the first ones 
out and the last ones back, putting in long hours. 
And when needed, they travel to other cooperatives 
to offer mutual aid. That teamwork makes the whole 
cooperative family stronger. 

We know it’s frustrating when the lights go out, 
and we truly appreciate your patience and support 
when it happens. Linework is tough, physical and 
can be dangerous work. Our crews take safety 
seriously and rely on each other every step of the way. 
They take pride in doing the job right and getting 
power restored. 

On April 13, we will celebrate Lineworker 
Appreciation Day, but they deserve more than just 
one day. 

To our lineworkers: Thank you for showing up, 
for being ready and for caring so much about the 
communities we serve. We’re proud of you and 
grateful for all you do. n

Lineworkers ready when it matters most
by Jason Brothen, CEO 

Brothen
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Policy priorities for electric cooperatives      
American families and businesses count on reliable 

electricity at a price they can afford. But with the 
demand for power continuing to climb and the supply 
of always-available power sources at risk, smart energy 
policies are more important than ever.

At Lower Yellowstone Rural Electric Cooperative 
(LYREC), our job goes beyond keeping the lights on 
day to day. We are responsible for advocating on 
behalf of our members in Washington, D.C., to make 
sure decisions being made at the federal level protect 
reliable, affordable power in our local communities. 

As we head into 2026, America’s electric cooperatives 
are focused on a few key issues that directly impact 
our members:
•	 Faster disaster recovery: We support the bipartisan 

FEMA Act of 2025. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) is a critical partner in 
helping electric co-ops restore power and rebuild 
their systems in the wake of natural disasters, but it 
could be more effective and responsive to the needs 
of rural America. If the FEMA Act passes, it will help 
utilities restore power more quickly after storms 
and disasters, while keeping costs lower for rural 
families and businesses.

•	 Cutting through red tape: Outdated and overly 
complex permitting rules slow down essential 
upgrades to power lines and substations. 
Streamlining these processes helps us keep up 
with growing demand and improve reliability. 
We’re urging Congress to pass comprehensive 
permitting reforms, including the SPEED Act and 
PERMIT Act, both of which cleared the U.S. House in 
December 2025. 

•	 Keeping reliable power plants online: We’re 
advocating for realistic energy regulations that 
don’t force dependable power plants to shut down 
before reliable replacements are ready. Mandating 
emissions limits based on unavailable technology 
would force critical power plants off the grid and 
restrict the operation of new natural gas plants. 

•	 Protecting critical hydropower: Hydroelectric 
dams in the Pacific Northwest play a key role in 
keeping electricity reliable and affordable across 
multiple states. Removing them would raise costs 
and threaten reliability, which is why we support 
preserving the Lower Snake River Dams. 

•	 Smarter land management policies: We’re 
advocating for smarter land-management policies 
like the Fix Our Forests Act that would allow electric 
cooperatives to better maintain power lines on 
public lands and mitigate wildfire risk. 

•	 Maintaining funding for grid innovation and 
investments: Federal loan and grant programs help 
co-ops strengthen the grid, prepare for extreme 
weather, improve cybersecurity and explore 
new energy technologies without shifting costs 
to members.
While you may not consider it on a daily basis, 

electricity is essential and underpins nearly every 
aspect of modern life. Understanding today’s evolving 
energy landscape is important as it shapes how 
electricity is produced, delivered and consumed. 
Advocating on behalf of LYREC’s members is a critical 
part of our commitment to you. These policy priorities 
all come back to the same goal: making sure our 
members have safe, reliable and affordable power now 
and in the future. n
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Average Prices for Residential Electricity  
November 2025 �gures, in cents per kWh

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration 
Numbers rounded to nearest tenth of a cent 

U.S. Average: 17.8¢ per kWh

Residential Average Price
(cents per kilowatt-hour)

VT: 24.2¢
NH: 27.4¢
MA: 31.2¢
RI: 30.8¢
CT: 27¢

NJ: 22.7¢
DE: 18.8¢
MD: 21.3¢

ME
27.8¢

NY
26.5¢

PA
20.2¢OH

17.7¢

  MI
19.9¢

IN
17.4¢

IL
18.3¢

WI
18.4¢

MN
15.7¢

IA
13.6¢

MO
13.1¢

AR
13.2¢

AL
16.1¢

KS
15.1¢

TX
16¢

NM
15.6¢

MS
15.3¢  LA

12.7¢

NE
12.5¢

SD
13.8¢

ND
11.9¢

CO
16.4¢

TN
13.5¢

  FL
15.8¢

GA
14.4¢

SC
15.5¢

NC
14.6¢

VA
15.9¢KY

13.7¢

    WV
15.7¢

AZ
15.7¢

UT
13.1¢

NV
14.2¢

CA
31.9¢

WY
13.9¢

MT
12.8¢

ID
12.3¢

OR
15.6¢

WA
13.9¢

AK
26.2¢

HI
40.2¢

OK
13.3¢

ELECTRIC RATES: 
How does Montana compare?

Across the United States, thousands of people 
work every minute of every day to keep the 

power flowing 24/7/365. From the coal miner to the 
lineworker and everyone in-between, it takes an 
immense amount of people, resources, coordination 
and planning to ensure you can charge your cellphone, 
heat your home, dry your grain or turn on your lights.

The cost of that electricity is determined by several 
factors, from the price of poles and wires to the 
expense of generating and delivering power.

In Montana, electric cooperative rate making is a 
function of local electric co-op boards of directors, 
which are democratically elected from the membership 
by the co-op members. Electric co-op boards weigh 

many factors when determining rates and balancing 
reliability, safety and affordability.

When an electric cooperative board of directors votes 
to increase rates, directors are also raising their own 
electric rates, because they, too, are members of the 
cooperative. This is one of the hallmark advantages of 
the cooperative model.

And, those democratically elected directors have 
done a good job, if you consider the price of retail 
electricity. Montanans enjoy one of the lowest 
electricity rates in the country, averaging 12.8 cents 
per kilowatt-hour. Here at Lower Yellowstone Rural 
Electric Cooperative, our rate is even lower at just 7.4 
cents per kilowatt-hour! n  
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TRUSTEES
Allen Thiessen............................................President
Greg Rauschendorfer ......................... Vice President
Dennis Schmierer....................... Secretary/Treasurer
Colin Gartner................................................. Trustee
Tim Franzen................................................... Trustee
Dennis Nelson .............................................. Trustee
Jim Vitt.......................................................... Trustee

EMPLOYEES
Jason Brothen.................................General Manager
Jami Propp........................ Member Service Manager
Pam Wilcoxon........................ Chief Financial Officer
Melissa Buckley.............................Plant Accountant
Kyle Kavanagh...........................................IT Director
Katie Jochim........................ CSR/Billing Coordinator
Tiffani Hentges......Customer Service Representative
Chris Hillesland...................Chief Operations Officer
Rich Gorde...............................Journeyman Lineman
Eric McPherson.............................. System Controller
Kevin Goff................................Operations Assistant
Kelly Keysor...............................Operations Manager
Aaron Eide................................Journeyman Lineman
Jesse Obergfell.........................Journeyman Lineman
Tanner Roth..............................Journeyman Lineman
Ryder Peterson.........................Journeyman Lineman
Cole Jankovsky.........................Journeyman Lineman
Preston Long............................Journeyman Lineman
Trey Schepens..........................Journeyman Lineman
Jory Bell....................................Journeyman Lineman
Nicholas Burke.......................... Apprentice Lineman
Jaeger Gunville.......................... Apprentice Lineman
Brandon Mueller........................... Master Electrician
Mike Eberling.............................................Mechanic
Dan Gieser.........................................................EMS
Lee Alvstad........................................Mechanic/EMS
Richard Tremblay...............................................EMS
Bo Kindopp........................GIS/Easement Technician
Tom Hall..............................................GIS Specialist
Corey Candee.....................Chief Information Officer
Jeremy Reese...... Information Technology Technician
Edwin Gatzke.................... Line Locator/Groundsman
Justin King............................. Warehouse Supervisor
Parker Brothen......................................Groundsman

Phone: 406-488-1602
Website: lyrec.coop

3200 W. Holly - Sidney, MT 59270
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Spring into energy savings
Spring is a perfect time to refresh your energy habits and find simple 

ways to save. As temperatures warm, a few small adjustments can 
help lower your energy bills, while keeping your home comfortable. Lower 
Yellowstone Rural Electric Cooperative (LYREC) is here to help members 
use energy wisely all year long.

 Start by scheduling a spring tune-up for your heating and cooling system, 
and clear dirt and debris from around your outdoor air-conditioning unit to 
maintain proper airflow. Regular maintenance keeps your system running 
efficiently, extends its lifespan and helps prevent costly breakdowns during 
peak heating and cooling seasons. 

Ceiling fans are another easy way to save. In warmer months, set blades 
to rotate counterclockwise to create a cooling breeze so you can raise the 
thermostat a few degrees. When it’s cooler, switch them clockwise to help 
circulate warm air. Even adjusting the thermostat by two or three degrees 
can make a noticeable difference. 

Spring is also a good time to clean your refrigerator’s condenser coils. 
When the coils are clean, the unit runs more efficiently, using less energy. 
Shortening showers can reduce both energy and water use. 

Finally, remember electric usage continues to climb. Unplug chargers and 
small appliances when not in use to cut down on “phantom” energy use. 

Small changes this spring can add up to meaningful savings, and LYREC is 
here with tips to help you manage your electric bills. n
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